
FIREBALL!
USS OZBOURN DD 846

"the Happy Ship"
Vol. 7 No.3 July, 1998

FROM THE BRIDGE:

We - - again meaning Captain Charlie Akers - - have
the next reunion set up for Las Vegas at the Maxim
Hotel. We have it set for October 24-27, 1999 and
expect to include a trip to Hoover Dam. This will be
our fourth get-together and trust that we will even
exceed the turn-out for San Diego.

A photo from the San Diego reunion recently
appeared in the Tin Can Sailor. I sent several prints of
which they picked one with former CO, Bill Fargo
who passed away in April. For those of us who knew
him, we miss him as he heads to the final home port.

-
Sally and I just returned from a tour in Spain and
Portugal which included Seville and Lisbon. Both
beautiful cities - - Lisbon is very reminiscent of San
Francisco complete with a replica of the Golden Gate
bridge - - they harbor the remains of two great
navigators of history, Columbus and Vasco da Gama.
Interestingly, Columbus' crypt rests in the Cathedral
in Seville, not because he was such a great man, but
because one of his sons was a cannon ofthe Church!
Presumably da Gama is buried in the Lisbon
Cathedral because he was a great navigator.

I am happy to report that my "global warming"
resolution was adopted by the Navy League essentially
as I wrote it.

As I announced in the last issue, we still need a
president and a recording secretary. Paul Logan in
particular needs relief because he is overburdened
with both the newsletter and membership records.
Relief for the watch is overdue! We have sent out the
messenger but he hasn't returned!!

I am now down to four coffee cups: $3.50 plus
shIpping charges.

Bob Whitten

Acting President

REUNION NEWS

We are on our way to another successful reunion.
This time in Las Vegas Nevada. The final
arrangements have been made for our reunion to be
held at the Maxim Hotel at 160 E. Flamingo Rd,
between the strip and Koval Lane. (757 rooms)
(phone: 1-800-634-6987)

Most of the Maxim's business is senior citizens so it
must be a "good bang for the buck." Rooms have
been recently redone with modern colors. All rooms
offer TV with pay movie options and inhouse
information channels. The Maxim is only a block off
the 'strip' so its location is a definite advantage.

The hotel offers a casino (as expected), 24 hour coffee
shop with large portions and a New York Steak or
prime rib dinner for $4.95. In addition there is Jack's
Colossal Deli. The Grand Buffet is rather elegant,
especially at dinner, when tables are candlelit and a
pianist entertains on a baby grand. (Dinner nightly -
$6.95). There are two casino cocktail lounges: the
Waterfall and Cloud Nine.

Don't forget the dates: October 24-27, 1999. Get it
on your calendar. More to follow next issue.
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