FIREBALL!

USS OZBOURN DD 846
"the Happy Ship"

FROM THE BRIDGE
From the Bridge:

I am still happy to report that Captain Charlie Akers is
on course and speed for the 1999 reunion in Las
Vegas, October 13-17. He was an outstanding
navigator half a century ago and he still is today.

As some of our readers may know, I am the book
review editor for the Journal of Political and Military
Sociology. For those of our shipmates who are
veterans of the war in Vietnam, former CO Captain
John Denham has reviewed for me H. R. McMaster's
book Dereliction of Duty: Lyndon Johnson, Robert
McNamara, the Joint Chiefs of Staff and the Lies that
led to Vietnam published by Harper Collins. The
book, which is based on the Johnson tapes, is scathing
in its indictment of those folks named in the title. H.
R. McMaster is an active duty army major and a
veteran of the Gulf War. Our shipmate has written an
outstanding review due out in the summer 1999 issue
and which, if he and the journal editor permit, can be
put on our website. The paper cover edition lists for
$15.00 but is slightly cheaper at Amazon Books.

Some of our shipmates have not yet entered the
computer age but many have done so. It is a widely
advertised fact that January 1st, 2000 will see a great
many computers suddenly inoperable because of the
so-called "Y2K" problem. For those not familiar with
Y2K, until quite recent years, i.e., late 1996-1997,
computer hardware and soft based on "16 bit
architecture” carried only the last two digits in the
year. The practice began when memory was at a
premium but continued through sheer inertia until
recently. Most of the software produced before late
1996 (including that of Bill Gates) is not "Y2K
compliant." There does appear to be a way out for
some computers, the early pentiums and possibly the

"486" chips. The key here is the BIOS, the basic
input/output system. Several software packages have
come on the market recently that claim to fix the
problem for the more recent BIOS's and software.
Symantec (Peter Norton -- Norton 2000 at $49.95) is
one such and there are others available. Don't wait
until January 1st to look for a fix -- then it's too late!!
The Macintosh (32 bit architecture) operating system
does not have the problem, at least not until sometime
after the year 24,000. However, some of the
Microsoft applications such as Word 5.0 for Mac may
fail after December 31st. BEWARE OF BILL
GATES!!

We look forward to seeing y'all in Las Vegas!

Bob Whitten
Acting President

SPECIAL EDITION

This is a special REUNION EDITION that will be
mailed to all “active™ (dues paid up) and inactive
members. It is one of the few editions that are sent to
all shipmates. Everyone receives a copy to be aware
of information about our next reunion. The next
reunion will take place in Las Vegas, NV from
October 13-17, 1999 at the Maxim Hotel.

Please pay close attention to the closing date
(September 10, 1999) to sign up for reunion activities.
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