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FROM THE BRIDGE

Fellow association members and shipmates:

Chairman Paul Hecht and the reunion location
committee consisting of Paul Logan, Eldon Riley and
Rudy Boff have found what I feel is an excellent site
for the USS Ozbourn 2001 reunion. The Boston area
has much to see and experience. If you are bitten by
nostalgia there is the USS Constitution, the oldest ship
in the fleet dating back to the 1790' s. and the USS
Cassin Young DD-793, which are located in the
Charleston Navy Yard where the USS Ozbourn was
commissioned over fifty years ago. I can't think of a
better place to honor her memory. At Battleship Cove
on the Fall River there is the USS Massachusetts BB-
59 and the Joseph Kennedy DD-850 along with other
WW II craft. The Kennedy is the only Gearing class
destroyer in the Historic fleet so if you have an urge to
walk the decks of a Gearing class destroyer again or
would like to show your spouse how and where you
lived during your navy years, this is your chance.
Also, you shipmates who live in the eastern and mid-
western states have a chance to attend a reunion within
driving distance.

If you are interested in American history, this is where
it all began. Boston Harbor, Bunker Hill and Lexington
all have many interesting sights and stories about the
American Revolution.

In addition, a short bus ride takes you to Newport, RI
and the beautiful mansions built as summer homes by
America's wealthiest at the turn of the twentieth

century, or in Dorchester, MA you can visit the John F.
Kennedy Memorial Library.

So mark your calendars and make plans now to join
your shipmates at the 2001 reunion. If you have never
attended an Ozbourn reunion, this is the one to start
with. The reunion committee is working hard to make
it a memorable one.

WD.Minter, President

And the winner is
MASSACHUSETTS

2001 REUNION LOCATION DECIDED

Paul Hecht, Chairman of the 2001 Reunion Location
Committee, has announced that the 2001 reunion will
be held in Seekonk, MA in October 2001.
The Seekonk location received a majority of the votes
from committee members: Rudy Boff; Eldon Riley;
and Paul Logan and WD Minter. Hecht asked "WD"
to vote to prevent a tie of any location.

The reunion will be held at the Ramada Inn in
Seekonk, MA which is 5 miles east of Providence, RI,
25 miles from Newport, RI and 55 miles from Boston,
MA and conviently located to the T.F. Green Airport
in Providence, RI.

A proposed itinerary includes: the Newport RI,
mansions; Battle ship Cove in Fall river which will
include a visit to the Battleship USS Massachusetts, a
submarine, PT boats and the USS Joseph Kennedy, a
destroyer of the (Ozbourn) Gearing Class.
Other tours will include a visit to the President John
F. Kennedy Library in Dorchester, MA and a visit to
the oldest US Navy ship in commission, the USS
Constitution at the Charlestown Navy Yard where the
Ozbourn was commissioned in 1946.

This reunion promises to be an exciting, historic and
memorable experience which you will not want to
miss. Start planning and more information will be
forthcoming in future issues of the Fireball!
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