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VOLUME 32, No. 3                            

Summer 2024 
 FIREBALL! 

 

Pvt. Joseph W. Ozbourn 

Tinian, Marianas Islands 

           28 July 1944 
 

    _______________________________________________________________________      The official newsletter of the USS Ozbourn (DD 846) Association 

Dedicated to perpetuating the memory of a gallant Marine and the history of a fine ship 

             FROM THE BRIDGE

  Greetings to All Shipmates, Families and Friends 

 

 As you all know by now,  due to circumstances beyond our control, it was neces-

sary to cancel our 2023 Reunion.  We are currently planning our next reunion in 2025.  

A location will be determined in the very near future.  Anyone with suggestions , ques-

tions or comments are encouraged to make contact with any of our elected officers.  Any 

feedback from the membership is always very welcome. 

 Please refer to future editions of your “Fireball” Newsletter for updates regarding the planning of the 

2025 Reunion.  As you will see from the photographs on Page-6 of this edition, several members attend every 

reuion and a great deal of fun is had by all.    

 
 Wishing you all a very healthy and safe Summer. 
 
Guy Posey, President,  
USS Ozbourn Association    

           Fireball Summer 2024 

                   ALL HANDS, “ATTENTION” 

          Jeff Parker, “Fireball” Editor 

As the above title says it all, one thing that our experiences in Basic Training taught everyone of us is 

close order drill.  The other experience from our days serving in the United States Navy was to remain 

flexible to the ever changing set of orders from above.  Our Association finds itself on the receiving end 

of new information that is extremely important. 

As the Association’s Reunion Committee has learned additional information related to having a 2024 

Reunion in conjunction with the Tin Can Sailors Association they believe that is not the proper fit at 

this time.  Therefore, the Committee is currently seeking a venue for a 2025 Reunion of the USS Oz-

bourn DD846 Association. 

As those of you who have attended past reunions know very well, a great amount of hard work goes 

into the planning of any reunion.  There is no doubt that the vast experience of the Committee Mem-

bers will ensure a very successful reunion in 2025. 

Please watch for Reunion Updates in future editions of the “Fireball” Newsletters. 
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        Association Officers 

       President 

Guy Posey                 (69-71) 
419 S. Appleway Lane 
Glencoe, OK 74032 
Tel: 405-714-3168 
Email:  gtp68483@gmail.com    
 

 Vice President 
 
Harold “Mac” McKeehan (70-72)  
7360 Township Line Road 
Waynesville, OH  45068 
Tel: 513-897-2208 
Email:  cowboy1220@centurylink.net 
 

 Recording Secretary 
 
Kenneth E. Keene (71-74) 
504 Swaim Court 
Salisbury, NC 28147-1352     
Tel:  704-380-5756 
Email:  kekeene51@aol.com    
 

 Treasurer and Historian 
 
Mike Ward  (72-75) 
3836 County Road W40 
Decorah, Iowa 52101 
Tel:  563-735-5585 
Email:  ward6770@gmail.com 
 

     Fireball Editor 
 
Jeff Parker  (70-74) 
1036 Calle Venezia 
San Clemente, CA 92672 
Tel: 909-910-9644  
Email:  Ljparker1@cox.net 
 

 Past Presidents 

Years served aboard OZ/Assoc. President 

Robert Whitten Jr. (50-52) (93-99) 

Cupertino, CA 

W.D. Minter    (52-55) (99-03) 

Texarkana, TX 

Rudy Boff    (52-55) (03-07) 

Pittsburgh, PA 

   Publication Deadline  

If you have a letter, story or photo you 

would like to share with other Ozbourn 

shipmates, the deadline for submitting con-

tributions for the Fall 2024 issue is  

September 15th.  Articles may be re-

written for purposes of editorial style.  Due 

to limitations, some materials may be used 

in a future Fireball edition. 

Fireball  Summer 2024 

                       2025 Reunion Committee               
               Jeff Parker, Editor  
  

 As noted in the 2024 Spring Edition of the “Fireball”, Association 

President Guy Posey’s Letter From the Bridge spoke of  the low number 

of registrations necessitated the cancellation of our 2023 Reunion.  

Therefore, the USS Ozbourn DD846 Association would be joining the Tin 

Can Sailors Association Reunion to be held in New Orleans, September 8

-12, 2024.   

 However, it has become clear that retaining our own USS Oz-

bourn Association Reunions, separate from the Tin Can Sailors Associa-

tion, would be the best course of action for our Association at this time. 

 

 Therefore. our 2025 Reunion Committee, Guy Posey, Presi-

dent, Harold McKeehan, Vice President, and Mike Ward, Treasurer, 

will once again will be stepping up to handle the coordination required 

for a successful 2025 Reunion.  

      A BIG THANK YOU        

The Association Officers, Guy Pos-

ey, President, Harold “MAC” 

McKeehan, Vice President, Ken 

Keene, Secretary, and Mike Ward, 

Treasurer, wish to thank all of the 

members who have submitted 

their annual membership dues of $15.00.  Many of you have submitted 

your dues for multiple years.   Clearly, the fiscal health of our great Asso-

ciation in Honor of Pvt. Joseph W. Ozbourn, USMC, is paramount. 

We are all very grateful, thank you.   

 

      GUY POSEY                   “MAC” McKEEHAN              MIKE WARD 
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               MAIL CALL 
         
The following letters and emails were received by your Association Officers during 
the last quarter. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

                       JUST A REMINDER NEW EMAIL ADDRESS 

 
 
Please note that Association Secretary Ken Keene’s email address 
has changed.  Ken’s New Email Address is kekeene51@aol.com 
 
  
 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
    

                           SHIPMATES RECALL THE ATTACK and BATTLE DAMAGE 
   Submitted by Reed Jones, Ltjg, (65-67) & Vince Nahr (65-67) 
 
 As many Shipmates stay in close touch both telephonically and emails, Vince Nahr recently 
emailed Reed Jones commenting on the 57th Anniversary since the USS Ozbourn DD846, was attacked 
by North Vietnamese Shore Batteries, sustaining battle damage. 
(Editors Note:  Although I have utilized the photographs on Page 4 and 5 of this edition in past newslet-
ters, I believed it important that we all remember, especially those onboard at the time, of the fact that 
our ship certainly went in harms way on several occasions.)  
 

  

                Fireball Summer 2024 

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 TAPS FOR SHIPMATES 
  “SAILORS ONCE, SHIPMATES FOREVER” 

  

         LARRY GREENFIELDER, MM3, (70-74) 

  

“May fair winds and calm seas be with you always” 



 4                  Fireball Summer 2024 

    

   

 

Unknown Destroyer under fire from North Vietnam  
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            Fireball Summer 2024 

     

                    USS OZBOURN DD846 



 6                  Fireball  Summer 2024 

            USS OZBOURN DD846 REUNIONS  

        Just a couple of photos from past reunions  All members are encouraged to attend in 2025. 

 

 WHAT GREAT FRIENDSHIPS HAVE SURVIVED THESE MANY YEARS 



 7                Fireball Summer 2024 

 

 

 

 

 

Since the closure of our Ship Store, MILITARYBEST.COM, has become a trusted source that can be 

counted on to provide products related to the Ozbourn such as ball caps, shirts, jackets and a number of 

items that would be of interest to all shipmates and their families. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

     USS OZBOURN DD846 HIGHLIGHTED IN “SEA CLASSICS” MAGAZINE 

    “SALUTE TO THE GEARINGS” 

(Editors Note:  As you may recall this article from the 2016 Fall Edition of the “Fireball”, as your Edi-

tor, I wanted to once again wish to highlight and thank Sea Classics Magazine for allowing our Associ-

ation to utilize the photograph and caption from there “Salute to the Gearings” article. See Page-3)  
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                    Fireball Summer 2024 

   FIREBALL!  The official newsletter of the USS Ozbourn Association 

Jeffrey Parker 
1036 Calle Venezia 
San Clemente, CA 92672 

    Pvt. Joseph W. Ozbourn 
       USMC 
Congressional Medal of Honor 

  DUES ALERT! 
 Are you overdue on your annual dues?  Only dues 

paying members receive the Fireball newsletter.  Look at 

your mailing label on your most recent newsletter and 

find a number such as 23 or 24.  This number indicates 

the last year you were current with Association dues:  23 

means 2023, 24 means 2023, etc.  If you wish, you may 

pay for multiple years. 

 Membership dues are $15.00 annually and are 

due in January of each year.  Please make checks payable 

to the USS OZBOURN ASSOCIATION and forward them to 

Mike Ward, Association Treasurer, at 3836 County Road 

W40, Decorah, Iowa 52101. 

 Your Association officers ask you to…… 

     DO THE DUES TODAY! 

     We’re on the Web at www.ozbourn.org 

The following information can be found on the Asso-

ciation’s website:  Mission Statement, a list of Oz-

bourn shipmates, historical photos, Ship’s Store and 

how to Join the Association. 

   USS OZBOURN COMMANDING OFFICERS 
 
The USS Ozbourn has had 18 different commanding offic-
ers during its 29 year history.  Do you remember which 
skippers you served under?  If you have an interesting 
story about any of the Ozbourn’s commanding officers to 
share please forward your experience for possible inclu-
sion in a future issue of the Fireball. 
 
CDR B.A Smith  March 1946-October 1947 
CDR N.E Blaisdell October 1947-March 1949 
CDR R.E. Freeman March 1949-September 1950 
CDR C.O. Akers  September 1950-April 1951 
CDR W.B. Fargo  April 1951-April 1954 
CDR H.T. Scott Jr. April 1954-November 1955 
CDR A.J Toulon Jr. November 1955-Sept. 1957 
CDR C.A. Kuhl  September 1957-July 1959 
CDR W.W. Turner July 1959-March 1961 
LCDR D.V. Gorman March 1961-December 1961 
CDR W.W, Lancaster December 1961-October 1963 
CDR D.W. Berger  October 1963-July 1964 
CDR M.D. Nelson Jr. July 1964-April 1966 
CDR J.G. Denham April 1966-September 1968 
CDR R.L. Stewart September 1968-June 1970 
CDR E.W. Numbers June 1970-December 1971 
CDR K.L. Costilow December 1971-March 1974 
CDR F.J Furtado  March 1974-May 1975 


